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Results from the Tarbiyah curriculum consultations 

Consultation period: 1st January to 31st December 2014 

 

Tarbiyah curriculum framework feedback forms 

A total of 118 teachers worldwide completed and submitted the feedback forms 

 

89 (75%) of  
respondents are 

from Africa 
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< 2 years
18 (15%)

2 - 5 years
28 (24%)6+ years

72 (61%)

Number of years respondents
have taught in madrasah

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

Qualified Teacher

Student

Homemaker

Full time parent

Retired

Other

Respondents' occupation
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Respondents' current role in the madrasah

At least 5 of the 

respondents are 

madrasah heads 

29 respondents 

are qualified 

teachers 
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Which age group do you teach?
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I have flicked through it but not read it
seriously

I have read some sections

I have read the whole framework

Have you read the MCE Curriculum Framework?
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Interesting

Complicated

Challenging

Positive

Innovative

Inadequate

Modern

Disappointing

Traditional

Relevant

Other

What words would you use to describe the new MCE 
Curriculum Framework?

Other words used 
to describe the 

curriculum include 
Excellent 

Logical 
Inspiring  

Well organised 
Logical sequence 

Detailed 
Bit difficult 

Thought  
provoking 
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Yes, I understand it fully

I understand it somewhat but need
further clarification

I do not understand it at all

The new MCE Curriculum Framework uses an integrated 

approach to teaching Islam. Having read the Framework, do you 
understand what an integrated approach means?

I love how the 

MCE has made 

learning Islam a 

holistic experience 

as opposed to the 

compartmental-

ised approach  

currently in use. 

Teacher, Mombasa 

I like this           
curriculum, but 

we need to make 
sure that all    

madrasahs know 
the right way to 
use it to make it 

beneficial.  
Teacher, Nairobi 
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Is innovative and 

'with the times' 

 

Is relevant to our 

local needs 

 With the right 

support, the     

integrated approach 

will work well at 

my madrasah 

 

Is learner          

centred 

 

Meets the needs 

of our students 

Makes learning 

fun and exciting 

for the students 

 The 8 modules of 

the new  

curriculum are 

appropriate and 

relevant 

The integrated 

approach is good 

for learning Islam 

 

Is age appropriate 

Will standardise 

madrasah educa-

tion globally 

MCE’s Tarbiyah Curriculum Framework... 

Key  Strongly agree  Agree  Neither agree nor disagree  Disagree  Strongly disagree 



 

27%

59%

47%

8%
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 I feel confident teaching the new MCE
Curriculum

 I am happy to teach the new MCE
Curriculum but would like to receive
training on the actual content to be

taught

 I am happy to teach the new MCE
Curriculum but would like to receive

training on teaching skills

 I am happy with our existing curriculum
and would not like to adopt the new MCE

Curriculum

Please provide    

proper training to all 

teachers before this 

curriculum is          

implemented 

With proper teachers/students manuals, this 

framework can be taught in Madrasah. Separate 

manual should be there for teachers and parents. 
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The Tarbiya Curriculum

Qur'anic Worldview

Al-Birr Curriculum

Other

What would be an appropriate name for the new MCE 
Curriculum Framework?

Other suggested 
names include: 

Way of life 
Islam for all 

Madinatul ilm 
Al-Hamd 

Islam Deeni 
Sirat al-Mustaqim 

Tuba 
Noor 

Islamic way of life 
Sajinatul ilm 

Gate of learning 
 Bab al ilm 

Imamiyah curriculum 
Al Muallim 

Sirat al Noor 
Iqra 

Ilm curriculum 
Tawassul 

MCE 
Hyatt 

Ilm e deen 
Practicing Muslim 

This curriculum is dynamic, 

exciting and very relevant. It 

addresses the needs of the 

student today. As a teacher I 

can't wait to implement this 

and see how the children 

respond. 
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What features did you like in the new MCE Curriculum Framework? 

Students will be 

more interested in 

coming to       

madrasah 

The model lessons 

look interesting, 

am pleased that 

Quran and 

Hadeeth are     

incorporated in a 

lesson where ever 

applicable 

The storyboard 

taking you 

through the      

various ages and 

the topics within 

each age band 

that would be 

taught 

The furooedin is 

very well linked 

with moral        

etiquette and    

historical facts 
The overall      

concept and     

approach towards 

learning The integrated 

approach 

It is more practical 

than the current 

syllabus. 

The conceptual 

framework has 

appealed to me 

and the eight 

modules of the 

curriculum. I feel 

these features 

cover the syllabus 

in a beautiful,   

uncomplicated 

and straight-

forward approach. 
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Building spitituality from a young age

Its a global curriculum

Great demo lessons

The Qur'an is the central focus

The curriculum is learner centred

The conceptual framework

Its easier to teach

The variety of topics

The 8 modules of the curriculum

The integrated approach

6 respondents  

especially liked 

module 6: The  

Period of Ghaibah 
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Is anything missing from the new MCE Curriculum Framework? 

I did not see Arabic 

as a subject and what 

about Qur’an        

recitation? 

I feel it is not sequential 

and topics seem jumbled 

in some modules. It 

looks shallow at times. 

Aqaid has not 

been stressed   

upon as much as it 

should be 

Certain wajibat 

are not taught  

before kids        

become baligh 

The topics covered in 

akhlaq are not            

appropriate as we don't 

have religiously       

qualified teachers to 

teach these sensitive 

subjects 

I’m unsure this 

approach could 

work for band A 

as they are still 

learning to read 

and write. 

Some topics are 

too complicated 

the number of  

lessons allocated 

are not enough 

It is not in sync 

with the Islamic 

calendar 

Resources by MCE 

should include a section 

where teachers can ask 

experts questions they 

require assistance with. 

Also a website where 

teachers can exchange 

ideas and express their 

views. 
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Parental involvement

A teachers' guide

Some Fiqh masail are not covered at the appropriate
age (before bulugh)

A Qur'an syllabus
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