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Hashim sat on his bed. He was upset. There were so
many guests in the house. His mum’s aunts and
uncles had come from different countries of the
world fo be together in one place. They were all
talking about the good old days and things that
happened many years ago, before Hashim was born.
He was so bored.

‘Hashim sweetheart, called his mum. “We don't have
much time till we all leave for. the husayniyyah. It's
the wiladah of Imam Ali an-Nagj (a)! Please get
dressed soon.’

‘I don't want to. go, mumbled Hashim to_himself. I

want to be alone.







Just then, An‘am the ant crawled up his hand. Hashim brushed her away Feeling

annoyed. An'am looked hurt.

T'm sorry,” said Hashim, realising his mistake. I didn't mean to hurt you. I just want
to be left alone.”

Tt's OK," said An'am kindly. T don't really understand why you want to be alone. Ants
always like to be together. My friends and family are here with me, even right now!
Hashim continued to look sad.

‘Shall I take you to a place where you will be all alone? An‘am asked Hashim.

“Yes please!” begged Hashim.

“You asked for it!" said An‘am. ‘Now close your eyes and count to ten.

Hashim began to count: f, 2 6\
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"Wow! This place is so beautiful. I've never seen anything like
it!
He stood still for a while and looked at everything. The wind

7,8, 9,100
Then he slowly opened his eyes.

was blowiing softly around him. He wanted to fly like a bird.



‘Do you like what you see?’ asked An‘am.

‘I sure do!’ replied Hashim. ‘And there are no people. I can be

alone!’

‘Right, I'll leave you to it then. Have a good time!” said An‘am
crawling away.

Hashim was so busy looking at all the different things

around him that he didn't notice An‘am leaving.







The first thing Hashim did was
to climb the apple tree. He plucked

himself an apple. It was delicious! His
sister loved apples. He put one in his

pocket for her.




Then he grabbed a few pebbles and threw them one
by one in the lake. VWhen one of them skipped, he
cheered.

‘Isn’t that cool?’ he shouted.

Then he remembered that he was all alone and no one

P had seen him make the pebble skip.



"4

\;h‘;‘ Hashim stood at the edge of the lake and took a deep breath.
N,

N He could smell the sweet smell of flowers and he could see fish
- | jumping in and out of the water.

N v ‘Mum loves the smell of flowers,” thought Hashim. ‘And Dad
would love to catch these fish for dinner!’

‘Hmm ..." he said. “This is getting a bit dull. It's no fun being by

myself‘ in such a nice ploce.'
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Hashim wanted to go back home.

‘An‘am!” he called. T'm not feeling good.”
There was no reply.

An‘am! Where are you? Come back!
shouted Hashim.

There was still no reply. Hashim got worried

and almost begon to cry.
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T'm here!’” said An'c
‘Oh," said Hashim. ‘T don

‘“This reminds me of the story of Nabi Adam, the very first man,

aid An‘am. ‘Allah created him and he was all alone. Then he
d Lady Hawwa so that Nabi Adam wouldn't feel lonely.
is means that Nabi Adam and Lady Hawwa had no
right?” asked Hashim.
eplied An'am.
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‘Nabi Adam and Lady Hawwa lived in a

beautiful garden at first. Then they were
moved to the earth where they had many
many children. They never had to be alone!
In fact, their family is still growing!’

"Huh?" Hashim looked puzzled. |
"Well,” explained An‘am. ‘All human beings

are bani adam which means they are the®

children of Adam.
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‘ » Nabi Adam and Lady Hawwa fare the first g’lkum and dad of
everyone!’ -

‘That's amazing!” cried Hashim. “This means that our neighbours

Mr and Mrs Patel, my friend Sam, and the school principal Mr

Hughes are all the children of Nabi Adam!’
“Yes!" smiled An‘am. "We all belong to one big family. And we alse

live Toge‘rher on the same earth that Allah made especially for u
He made bani adam more important than every’rhing else He ha

created. He tells us in the Qur’'an:

p3l 53U JORH
We have given bani adam respect.
(Surat al-Isra, 17:70)

‘Now that does make me feel special!' smiled Hashim. He thought for a while

and asked: “"Where is Nabi Adam now?’



n'am.

d. When he o is eyes he was .
or sure! It was

I'He felt so happy

deep in his heart just from being there.

You know that Imam Ali's (a) grave is here, right?" said
An‘am.

‘Of course [ do!" replied Hashim.

‘Guess whose grave is next to his?” asked An‘am.
Is it the grave of the first man Allah created?’
An‘am just smiled.

Is Hashim right?
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An‘am and Hashim stayed at the haram a while until An‘am said:

“Your mum may get worried. I think we need to head back.

Hashim wished to stay |on9er but he knew An‘am was righ’r.
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he had just

e was sta ring

Hashim was back in his room. He ﬁ

woken up from a beautiful dream.

at the apple in his hand when his came into

the room and said: "You've been looking sad all day
‘ I fo be alone.
ymore! [ want

jests obouT fhelr parents and their

s!oﬁ

X i o pdrents pdrents all the way up to Nabi Adam!’

T don't know how much they'll know. about that,
laughed Mum. “You can talk to them in the car on
the way to the husayniyyah.

‘Great ‘idea!” said Hashim as he: rushed to get

dressed.
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Wow Wonderful Whys

Why do ants touch each other with their feelers?

Ants talk to each other by fouching with their feelers.
When they do this, they are saying things like Tm
hungry” and ‘T know where there is some good food.
Let's hurry and get it!




Ants also use their feelers to smell. They can know
who their Fami|y members are by sme||ing them and
‘rhey can smell their way back to their nests when

’rhey want to go homel!
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Happy Hadith

Allah says: ‘O child of Adam! I created al
things for you, and [ created you for Myself.
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[O Allah] don’t keep

those who love me far
from me.







Imam al-Mahdi (a) is

always thinking of us

P T I T e e e

:b Allah, keep my Shias safe ...

O Allah, when will my loneliness end?|
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:/I say salam to him every doy,\:
iknowing he answers 10% salam. ’I
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Assalamu alayka ya qa im

E al-muntadhar al-mahdi!



We cry with our Imam when!

\

. he cries for Imam Husoyn (@). |
N ) - 'O Allah when will our loneliness
|

J

O Allah keep our Imam safe ...

We or‘e—alwayg ;hinking <;f:
Imam al-Mahdi (a).










Power Paren’ring

Sensory Balloons

In VWow Wonderful VWhys, you read about how ants use their feelers to
communicate. Explore the sense of touch humans have by doing the
following activity with your child.

Collect seven balloons of different colours. Fill each one with a little of
the following:

White flour, popcorn, rice, marbles, lentils, shampoo and sand.

Make seven white cards. Draw the outline of a balloon on each card and
attach to the card a picture of each of the seven items in the list above.
Allow the children fo guess which balloon has what in it and place it on
the card with the correct image.

Talk o your child about how much our sense of touch helps us every day.
It aids and protects us tool Alhamdulillah!
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Hashim wants to be alone. His wish
comes true but things don't quite
turn out the way he expected ...
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