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Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (a) says:

Salah is a pillar of faith, it is like the
centre-pole of a tent. As far as it is
fulfilled, the ropes and pegs remain
firm. But when this centre-pole does
not remain straight or is broken, the
other ropes and pegs also loosen from
their places and the tent collapses.

Rasulullah (s) has described someone
who does not pray as being close to
disbelief:

The divide between a believer and
disbelief is the abandonment
of salah.

REMEMbBER...

“ Salah is wajib on every Muslim.
There are six different types of wajib
salah in Islam, out of which the five

daily salahs are one type. The five
daily salahs are the only wajib salah

that must be performed on a daily
basis. Can you recall what the other
wajib salahs are in Islam, and when
they become wajib? ’,

Rasulullah (s) has said:

66 The name of one who
forsakes his salah
intentionally is written on the
door of hell through which he
shall [eventually]

enter. ¥

Tark as-salah means to abandon salah. Tarik as-salah
is a person who abandons the salah. It refers to people
who accept that salah is wajib but do not pray some or
any of the wajib salahs. Tark as-salah is considered a
major sin (al-kaba'’ir) in Islam.

A person who totally rejects the salah as a wajib act is
referred to as munkir us-salah. Such a person would be
considered a kafir because of rejecting the nubuwwah of
Rasulullah (s) and the validity of the Qur’an.

To understand the graveness of the consequences
of tark as-salah and why it is considered a major sin,
consider the following analogy.

Suppose you enrol in a school, but you do not attend any
of the lessons. The school will tell you that a necessary
part of being a student at this school is that you turn up
for class! You cannot be a student and choose not to turn
up. They will give you a choice: either come to class or be
expelled.

Similarly, salah is a necessary part of Islam. You cannot
be a Muslim and choose not to pray.

The ayat of the Holy Qur’an at the beginning of this
lesson highlight this point very clearly. The believers will
be in heaven and they will look towards those in hell,
and will ask them what led them to hell. Those in hell will
reply that it was because they did not pray.

Read verses [74:40-47] and list the four
things that led the sinners to hell.




A person came to Imam Ja‘far as-Sadiq (a) and
asked him why people who omit salah are called
kafir but those who commit grave sins such as
drinking alcohol or committing adultery are not.

The Imam replied that adultery and other such sins
are committed when a person is overcome by their
desire, but salah is omitted because the person
considered it insignificant. The one who commits
adultery does so to derive pleasure, but one who
leaves salah does not get any pleasure.

Similarly, abandoning other wajibat does not carry
the same kind of grave consequence as abandoning
salah. Someone may avoid hajj and khums because
they are miserly, or they may not fast out of concern
for their health or because the idea of hunger and
thirst deters them. But as far as salah is concerned,
a person abandons it because they consider
religion and religious duties as insignificant, and
they attach no importance to it; this amounts to
denial of Allah!

As a class, discuss:
* Reasons why you think some people

do not pray, even though they believe

in Allah

their reluctance to pray.

* Ways you can help people overcome

FIQH FACTS

RULE 1370

If for any reason, whether
intentionally or unintentionally,
a person misses a salah, they
should ask forgiveness from Allah
and try and make it up and offer
it as soon as possible (the sooner
the better), and avoid delaying it
unnecessarily. This is known as
gadha salah. Qadha salah have
to also be offered for salahs that
were performed incorrectly.

If one’s father has not performed
his salahs and he could have
made them up, in the event that
he did not fail to perform them
due to outright disobedience,
then based on obligatory
precaution, after the father’s
death his eldest son must either
perform them himself or hire
someone to perform them. The
gadha salahs of one’s mother
are not wajib on him to perform,
although it is better that he does.
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Consequences ot abandoning salah

There is another very powerful and thought provoking hadith from Rasulullah (s) on the gravity of the sin
of not praying. Rasulullah (s) says that a person who neglects salah and is lazy in its fulfilment is punished
with 15 calamities by Allah. Of these,
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life 3 grave

Regard to the Strike
time of death on the Day of
Judgement

The 15 calamities

7 Allah makes the signs of
righteousness to disappear
from his face

> The du‘as of the righteous
~ 7| people will not benefit him

None of his good deeds will
be accepted and he will not
> be rewarded for them

Allah takes away
blessing from his rizq

/\

Allah takes away blessing
from his life

The six calamites with regard

His invocations will <
not be accepted to this life are:

An angel will be appointed
over him to squeeze and

chastise him \\ The three calamities to befall
The three punishments that him at the time of death are:
he will suffer in the grave are: L/ \\/

\\/ He will die in a state of such [He will die in hunger)
G—Iis grave will be made narrovD a terrible thirst that even if
\£

he were to drink all the [

streams of the earth his

His grave will be dark _ :
thirst will not be quenched

He will die a death of ]
e
and horrifying

degradation and disgrac

An angel will drag him for And the three calamities Allah will not look at him
accounting his deeds in suph with regard to the with mercy, will not purify
a way that other people will Day of Judgement are: him, and there is a terrible
be a witness to it i i
punishment for him

His accounting will be
very strict




ACTIVITY...

Materials
¢ One cup of water
¢ One to two cups of corn-starch
e Mixing bowl

Preparation

1. Pour one cup of corn-starch into
the mixing bowl
2. Now slowly pour the water onto the
corn-starch, mixing slowly as you go
3. Keep adding more water until
the mixture becomes thick (and
hardens when you tap on it).
Add more corn-starch if it gets
too runny, and more water if it
becomes to thick

4. Take a blob of the mixture and roll it
with your hands into a ball

5. Now stop the rolling and see what
happens

Reflection

* What happened to the corn-starch
when you stopped rolling it?

e What parallel can you draw
between this experiment and what
happens to Muslims when they
stop praying?

HIGHER LEVEL

Human beings are made of two distinct parts: body
and soul. Both of these parts need nourishment and
exercise in order to survive.

* The body needs food and water to survive, and
exercise to grow strong and healthy. A human can
go for more than three weeks without food.
However, it can only survive an average of 3-4 days

without water.

What Does Water do for You?

Forms saliva /_j

(digestion)

Keeps mucousal
membranes moist

Allows body's cells
to grow, reproduce
and survive

Flushes body waste,
mainly in urine

Lubricates joints

Water is the major
component of most
body parts

Meeded by the brain to
manufacture hormones
and neurotransmitters

Regulates body
temperature (sweating
and respiration)

Acts as a shock absorber
for brain and spinal cord

Converts food to
components needed for
survival - digestion

Helps deliver oxygen
all over the body

* Similarly, the soul also needs constant nourishment
so that it does not die, and spiritual exercise to help
it grow strong and closer to Allah. The ibadah that
Allah has asked us to perform is this hourishment
and spiritual exercise for our souls. Without it, our

souls die.

List 5 ways in which you can nourish your body, and
5 ways in which you can nourish your soul.
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Pait in Action

Reciting the last ayah of Surat al-Kahf before you go to bed with the intention of waking up for fajr salah
serves as an alarm clock. It is narrated from Imam Ja‘far as-Sadiq (a) that:

“No man has ever recited that last ayah of Surat al-Kahf, except that he wakes up at any hour he wishes.”

Memorise this ayah and practice reciting it before you go to bed at night with the intention of waking up
for fajr salah on time.
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Say: ‘l am just a human being Ilke you. It has been revealed to me that your God is the One God. So
whoever expects to meet his Lord, let him act righteously, and not associate anyone with the worship of
his Lord.” [Surat al-Kahf, 18:110]
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o What does the term tark as-salah mean?

Why is tark as-salah idered jor si
KEY PO'NTS oin I;II;sma?r as-salah considered a major sin

e Tark as-salah means to
abandon salah.

@ ttis considered a major sin
in Islam because denying

salah is equivalent to e List two consequences of abandoning salah

denying Rasulullah (s) and that befall someone in this world and two in
the message of the Qur’an. the Hereafter.

e Abandoning salah has grave
consequences in this life, at the time of
death, in the grave, and on the Day of
Judgement.

0 It is wajib to offer gadha for any salah that
has been missed, either intentionally or
unintentionally.

° What does the term gadha mean?




